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The TEXAS CAVER is a bimonthly publication
of the Texas Speleological Association (TSA)~
an internal organization of the National
Speleolorf1>:al Society (NSS) and is published
by James Jasek in Waco~ Texas.
SUBSCRIPTIONS are $5.00 per year. Persons
subscribing after the first of the year ~ill
receive all back issues for that year. Single
copies are available at 90¢ each~ postpaid.

The TEXAS CAVER openly invites contributors
to submit: articles~ reports~ ne~s~ cartoons~
cave maps~ caving articles~ and photographs
(any size print bZ.ack & ~hite or color print)
.for publication in the TEXAS CAVER.
Address all SUBSCRIPTIONS and EDITORIAL
material to the editor: James Jasek~ l0l9
Melrose Dr.~ Waco~ Texas 767l0.
I
r~en sending in a change of address~ please
include your old address.
Persons interested in EXCHANGES or FOREIGN
subscriptions should direct correspondence to
the editor.

Mesa de Anguila Sinkhole
there:the floor was covered with six to
eight inches of very fine powdery pristine
dust in which our feet left deep prints and
no prints were there when we first entered
through a small opening.
The sinkhole is located in a shallow
depression high on the mesa draining probably five acres. Its overall appearance is
that a vertical crack formed in the Lower
Cretaceous Limestone comprising the caprock
of the Mesa de Anguila along a fault which
developed as the block uplifted to the
North and split along an East-West line when
the Terlingua Fault developed. Whatever rain
falls and manages to collect and run off in
the five-acre shallow depression it is funneled into the sinkhole. The cave bears
little evidence of man. There is no graffiti
or soot on the walls or no arrows pointing
toward the exit. Someone before us str-a tegically placed a boulder in the crack above
the overhanging ledge to tie a rope.
There are no formations in the caveexcept
for a little flowstone and some calcite
scattered here and there.
The entrance "A" faces West and opens
from an elongated funnel beneath buckled
limestone ledges. One must descend the first
fifty feet over blocks of breakdown and
debris. Narrow short horizontal passageways
then run first to the Southwest "B" then to
the South "G". This leads to the longest
room "D", The Slide, in the cave heading to
the East-Southwest. A crevice with a roughly
elliptical cross section of fifteen by
fifty feet, the total vertical height of
this passageway is probably 130 feet. The
floor slopes downward steeply at about a 6075 degree angle. The bottom is a narrow V
shape enabling one to descend easily with
the many cracks and knobs on the walls for
hand holds. However, at about the 100 foot
level the floor disappears beneath an overhanging ledge. Someone has neatly wedged a
thirty pound boulder. here to act as an
anchor · to tie off a rope to descend the
twenty to thirty foot drop to the sloping
floor below. The floor slopes down toward
the right (Southwest) at 60-75 degree
angle. This room "E" is larger in cross
section but is not so high or long as the
previous one with which it really forms a
continuation. At the bottom of this room is
some breakdown which can be negotiated either

three occasions in October 1976,
February 1977, and October 1977, my daughter, Susan Baker, our friend, Brian Kerr,
and I have ventured into the Mesa de
Anguila Sinkhole. We are not experienced
cavers. The map was sketched based on readings taken on a Silva compass inside the
cave and on rough estimates of slope and
dimensions. All information therefore is
subject to error of human exaggeration and
miscalculation.
As best I have been able to learn the
sinkhole was first discovered and the general knowledge of its whereabouts made known
to the North Texas Sierra Club by Charles F.
On

Susan Baker standing near the
entrance of Mesa de Anguila Sinkhole.
Crabtree and Frank A. Saffarans during
their exploration of the Mesa de Anguila in
1969. It has been visited on occasion
since then by various other members including Harry Evans, Don Purington, and Nancy
Weber. No doubt others have visited it also.
Because of its largely vertical orientation
and one particularly precarious overhang
that must be negotiated to reach the lower
levels it is unlikely that many people have
gone beyond the overhang.
At least fifty feet of rope is required
to negotiate this. I feel certain that at
least the long tube ("H") meandering toward
the East is the lowest level that had never
been entered by man before we first set foot
4

to the right or to the left and passing
again to the right underneath the breakdown.
In either case, one then descends through
the "East chimnei' into a passageway which
runs East and West "F". If one goes toward
the West, one descends down a roughly 45
degree angle down "Broadway" which requires
some chimneying here and there. On one
occasion we found a small puddle of water
here. After descending about forty feet the
floor drops away into an abysmal crack
which is too wide at the top for chimneying.
Another fifty feet of rope enables one to
rappel to a pile of breakdown lodged in the
crack. From here chimneying is no problem
and the remainder of this plane vertical
crack can be explored. It narrows to nothing
at the bottom which is filled with small
chunks of breakdown. The bottom is perhaps
sixty feet wide in the East-West dimension.
On going back up "Broadway" a "West Chimney"
is encountered. The apex of it opens into
"The Big Room" but it is impossible without
a rope to enter "The Big Room" from the
"West Chimney" nor is it practical. The
"West Chimney" does not lead anywhere else.
It is a little larger and therefore more
difficult to climb than is the "East Chimney'!
If one continues toward the East from the
chimneys through a narrow two foot wide by
eight foot high passageway it leads to chunks
of breakdown. Squirming around this it leads

to another vertical crack "G" oriented in
a Northeast-Southwest direction. This
room has the same appearance as the crack
described above but is smaller. To the
Southwest, the passage extends upward to
a muddy, blind cul-de-sac ("Brian's
Balcony") and downward where it appears
to end in a pile of rubble. To the Northeast the crack descends sharply but it can
be negotiated by chimneying. The bottom is
again filled with breakdown although air
is moving well in this section. At about
the mid portion of "G", a small keyhole
opens toward the Southeast into what turns
out to be a long dry tube which generally
has a round cross section throughout its
entire length "H".

Orland Baker in section "B".
In February 1977, a s~rong current of
air was moving out of the keyhole but this
was not the case in October 1977. It is the
floor of this tube which is covered with a
deep layer of fine dust. There are
several ups and downs in the tube although
it generally heads downward, becoming steeper as one progresses down its course. In
several places holes appear in the floor,
but they all seem to be plugged with breakdown and dust, and this is the situation
at the terminus which is descending at an
80 degree angle.
It is hoped that this information will
enable others better equipped and with
knowledge and caving skill to more
accurately map the Mesa de Anguila Sinkhole. Anyone interested in visiting this
cave can contact me at 214 Wynnewood
Professional Bldg., Dallas, TX 75224.

Brian Kerr rappelling into upper part
of "E", The Big Room, looking almost
straight down.
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TEXAS CAVER
1019 Melrose Dr Waco, TX. 76710
Dear Fellow Caver;

January, 1978

This year the TEXAS CAVER is going to undergo some major changes
in its policy of editing and publishing.
During the coming months __ that will make up the 1978 year, I will
call myself an editor, but my job will be more coordinating the
production, printing, and mailing of the TEXAS CAVER.
Subscriptions will remain at the five dollar rate of last year, but
instead of getting 12 issues, there will only be 6 issues published.
There are manyreasonsfor this, but the two most important are that
there is just not enough money generated from subscriptions to afford
todays high cost of printing. With a minimum of 200 paid subscribers
we will just be able to afford six, 24 page issues and pay for the
postage.
The February issue has been produced by me, but the five other issues
for t _ ~r will be edited and produced by other members-$G ~ TSA.
It is my sincere hope that by doing this that new interest will return
to the TEXAS CAVER by the enthusiasm of the different editors.
Bill Russell has promised to do the April issue; Jonathan Justice
in Abilene will do the June issue; the August issue will be edited by
Keith Heuss; David McAdoo will edit the October issue; and the chairman
of the TSA, Jimmy Clements will do the December issue.
These five editors will bring varied thoughts and ideas into the
TEXAS CAVER that would be impossible with only one person doing all the
work. As each of these issues come out in the coming months, I am sure
that the TEXAS CAVER will have one of its best years.
I have been working with the TEXAS CAVER for the last seven years
in many different ways, and I would like to thank each an~ every one of
you that has subscriberd to the CAVER during the last seven years. Each
one of you is, responsible for the varied degree of success that the
different editors have had. It is time for you to stand up again with
the aid that you have given in the past. We need the subscriptions to
exist as it is the only support that we have.
Thank you,
James Jasek
Editor
Pl.ease enteP my subsaPiption to the TEXAS CAVER for the l.9'18 year;
enal.osed is my aheak, money oPdeP, or aash.
NAME

ADDRESS
CITY________________________STATE____________ZIP_____________
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TRIPS
DESTINATION: Huntsville, Alabama
DATE: Dec. 16-20, 1977
CAVERS: John Chelf, Susan Chelf, Jon Cradit,
Tom Israel, Jack Ralph
REPORTED BY: Susan Chelf
Once again a great distance (involving
a 19 hour non-stop ride) proved to be no
deterrent for the San Marcos cavers when
the call to go caving lured us all the way
to Huntsville, Alabama. The purpose of
our trip was cave photography. We arrived
Saturday afternoon and drove to the first
cave, Natural Well, just inside Huntsville.
The entrance pit is about 180 feet and
proved to be a really nice rappel. Once
down, we went into the cave and found a
small waterfall in the back. Everyone
enjoyed this cave - but the best was yet
to come. We camped outside Hunstville in
an old house frequently occupied by cavers
from all over. The setting was very
pastoral in the foothills of the Smokies a picture postcard scene!
Sunday we began the climb up the
mountain in search of Trenton Well. We
finally came upon it and went to work
looking for a good rig point for the rope.
The entrance pit (about 230 feet) is
absolutely spectacular! At the bottom,
there is a small hand line climb to get
back into the cave. There we found some
really nice flowstone.
The next and last day of our trip, we
did a walk in cave called Guess Creek Cave.
It's located a short distance behind the
field house where we were camping. We
entered the cave and climbed over a mass
of breakdown to find a stream passage. We
waded through water the entire way to the
back of the cave. We were cold and wet!
Near the back, we could hear a roar and
wind started blowing past us. As the roar
got louder, we were filled with anticipation.
Then we came upon a dynamic waterfall about 10 feet wide and 50 feet high. What
a perfect end to a perfect trip! We stopped by Cave Ave on the way out of town.
DESTINATION: Cottonwood, Hidden and Black
Caves in the Guadalupe
Mountains, Lincoln National
Forest, New Mexico.
DATE: November 24-26, 1977.

CAVERS: George Veni, John Cross, Jesse
Martinez, Gary Poole, Dotte
Kern, Teeni Kern, Bob Willis,
Jennifer \Villis, Mary Mutschler,
George Mutschler, Peggy Schwartz,
Will Schwartz (All from San Antonio)
REPORTED BY: Will Schwartz
The Willises left San Antonio on Tuesday,
22 Nov. 1977, followed by everyone else who
departed on Wednesday. All reached Carlsbad
area by 2 or 3 am on Thursday. After an 8 am
rendezvous in town, most had their last
restaurant breakfast while Gary and Bob
obtained keys and combinations. Shortly after
11 am, two cars and a van were left parked
in Dark Canyon (SO miles west), and George
Veni's Toyota Land Cruiser was loaded with
everyone's gear for the 3~ mile trip up Three
Mile Hill. After a campsite was agreed upon,
the setting up of the tents was deferred for
a trip to Cottonwood Cave. By 2:30 pm everyone was in the large entrance hall, exploring
back as far as the sand slide. George, John,
Jesse, Gary and Will explored the maze ~f
parallel fissures to the left at the top of
the sand slide . George located a number of
beautiful blue pools in this area, which
also has many passages with gypsum crystals
on the walls. Will went through an area of
breakdown and lost the way back, which
caused 2 or 3 hours of unplanned excitement
from 7 to 10:30 pm. Everyone was tired by
midnight, but George, John, and Jesse
preferred to .sleep in the lower level of
Hidden Cave, rigging the pit entrance and
hauling their gear down the rope .
Friday morning, the nine who had slept
above ground breakfasted and hiked down to
Hidden. Everyone explored the upper level for
a time; then most of the group rappelled to
the lower level. Finally George , John, and
Jesse pushed into a higher level at the
rear of the cave. All were pleased to have
daylight remaining in which to prepare ·
Friday's supper. In the evening, George,
John, and Jesse explored Hidden Chimney
Cave about 200 feet up hill from the upper
,entrance of Hidden.
All but Mary were interested in caving
Saturday, so we set out about 9:30 am for
Black Cave. Though three of the group had
been there, it took about three hours to
locate the entrance. After a couple of hours
in the cave, it was decided not to stay
Saturday night on the ridge. The Toyota was
loaded and driven out and everyone had walked
down by 6 pm. We all met for supper at the
Delux Cave in downtown Carlsbad, after
which we all returned to San Antonio.

MY (1ot>, EASY~ A
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